(Date)

Re: Wayne County Sale of Newburgh Mills, Wilcox Mills and adjacent 11 acre parcel.

Dear Mr. Evans (or Commissioners name),

I am a concerned citizen and resident of Wayne County, Michigan. It has come to my attention that the County is attempting to sell park land. The idea of losing the Wilcox and Newburgh Mills and an additional 11 acres of parkland to private hands is devastating. My family and many other residents are strongly opposed to the sale of any more park land. Mr. Evans, I use Hines Park all of the time for recreation. It is so upsetting to me to think that this gem could get any smaller than it already is. This land was given to Wayne County for all of us to enjoy recreationally. 

Once our limited and valuable park land falls into private hands, it is lost forever. As a property owner, I am aware of the Wayne County Parks millage that was created to support parks and purchase new park land. We taxpayers have paid millions of dollars since the millage was passed, yet the County continues to sell our parks. I understand that the County is having financial issues, but selling our park land should not be part of the solution. 

In our urban area we need more, not less green space. Parks are important for our quality of life, recreation, wildlife habitat and for absorbing and filtering storm water. Park land is very important in protecting the Rouge River.  As you are aware, the Wayne County Parks Five Year Master Plan calls for increasing park acreage, not shrinking it. 

Mr. Evans, I hope you will not consider selling the Wilcox and Newburgh Mills or any more of our park land. I would be more than willing to discuss this further with you, including my ideas for alternatives. 

Sincerely, 

(Your name, address, phone number and email.)

